Whatever Happened
to Right and Wrong?

NE BEAUTIFUL, SUNNY DAY you and I hike to a waterfall.

To your astonishment, the water is flowing up from the pool to
the top of the falls! “Do you see that?” you exclaim. “Yes,” I reply, “the
law of gravity for water has been done away with. Now water can flow
any way 1t wants.”

Of course, the laws of nature are still in effect. God made them and
they have never been canceled. But in many churches today you can
hear preaching that the greatest law of all, written with God’s own fin-
ger, has been done away with.

Could there be some connection between teaching that God’s law
is no longer in effect, and our epidemic of crime, violence and immoral-

ity today?

Thoughts to Remember:

+ If God’s Ten Commandments have been done away with, what has taken its place? Today we
see that people make moral decisions based merely on how they feel.

+ “He who trusts in his own heart is a fool” (Proverbs 28:26). People want to make decisions
without considering right and wrong; they don’t want restrictions. The Bible describes the
problem: “For they sowed the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind” (Hosea 8:7). We are
reaping the whirlwind today in lawlessness and war.

+ We have sowed the wind of glorified adultery in the media, and we're reaping the whirlwind of
teen pregnancies and divorce. We've sowed the wind of glorified violence, and we're reaping
the whirlwind of unprecedented violence by our youth.

+ But the pendulum of permissiveness in society may soon swing back the other way. This
lawlessness is leading some religious leaders to propose legislated morality. We should never
forget the lessons of history: When church and state unite, the rights of the minority are
trampled. Legislation is not the solution to sin.

+ The answer is not a revolution in society; it is a revolution in your heart. What happens in the
individual heart determines society. God's Word describes the standard of righteousness: “The
works of his hands are verity and justice; all his commandments are sure. They stand fast
forever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness” (Psalm 11.7, 8). “The law of the Lord is
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