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Who Framed ©
God?

N THE 1700s and 1800s, hell

was much more popular as a ser-
mon topic than it is now. One of
the most well-remembered of such
sermons is Jonathan Edwards’
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” describing a furious God hold-
ing people over the flames of hell and taking pleasure in their eternal
suffering.

Does the Bible really teach that sinners will burn forever? Does it
teach that God is so angry that His wrath will rever be satisfied? How
can God be so cruel, angry, and vengeful, yet we call Him a God of

love? Though it may sound odd, the Bible has good news about hell!

Thoughts to Remember:

+ Many ministers today teach of eternally burning hell to make people afraid of God so they'll
live righteous lives. World-famous philosopher Bertrand Russell wrote: “There is one very
serious defect...in Christ's moral character, and that is that He believed in hell. | myself do not
feel that any person who is really profoundly humane can believe in everlasting punishment...”

+ The devil campaigns to spread the terrible error of eternal hell to paint a distorted picture of
Christ. He wants to frame God for his own crimes. He also wants people to be afraid of God,
knowing that humans can't love what they fear.

+ “The Lord is not willing that any should perish [not “burn forever,” but “perish”], but that all
should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). Some ask, “Why destroy sinners at all? Isn't God a
God of mercy?” When Adam and Eve sinned by rebelling against God, death also entered the
world. “For the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). It helps to view sin as a fatal, inherited
disease that takes the life of every sinner who doesn't accept God's intervention.

+ The Bible does NOT teach that hell burns for millions and trillions of years. It teaches that
when Jesus comes, He destroys sin and all traces of it (including sinners who rebelliously cling
to sin) and then re-creates the beautiful earth as it was in Eden.

+ In a parable to His disciples, Jesus said, “Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in
the fire, so it will be at the end of this age” (Matthew 13:40). By this He indicated that sin, Satan,
and sinners would be destroyed at the end of the age. There is no hell right now, and destruc-
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