A City Called
Confusion

OW MUCH black ink on a
bride’s white dress is too much? How
much anthrax powder in your oatmeal is too
much? How many malignant cancer cells in your body is too many?
Add the tiniest portion of something toxic, and water becomes deadly.
Mixing something good with something bad can be lethal. Could it

be the same when truth is mixed with just a little error?

Thoughts to Remember:

+ The book of Revelation unmasks Satan's final deceptions and reveals the plan of God.
Revelation is a book of contrasts. Revelation 12 introduces two different women, symbols of the
true church and the false church. “And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars”
(Revelation 12:1). Awoman is the Bible's symbol for a church. This particular woman has not
prostituted herself with other gods and false beliefs, but has remained loyal to God.

+ “Come, | will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, with whom
the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk
with the wine of her fornication” (Revelation 17:1, 2). The contrast makes it clear this woman
represents the false church. “Kings of the earth” refers to earthly leaders; she has not remained
loyal to God alone. She has prostituted herself by allowing God’s position to be taken by mere
human beings and by partaking of their false beliefs.

+ “And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH" (Revelation 17:5).
Because of this, we refer to false belief systems as Babylon. The ancient word babylon means
“confusion.” This is what happens when false beliefs are mixed with truth.

+ First deception: The sole authority of God's word was replaced by the authority of human
beings. Ancient Babylonians worshiped the sun god. Their king's word was considered to come
directly from the sun god, so the king had full religious authority. Further along, a historian has
described the church of the Middle Ages: “Christianity had now become popular; a large portion,
perhaps a large majority of those who embraced it, only assumed the name. They were as
much heathen as they were before. Error and corruption now came in upon the church like a
flood” (Whaley, Church History, 54). Church councils and human authority took the place
rightfully held only by God and His Word.
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