Why So Many
Denomina-
tions?

DHERENTS.COM estimates there are more than 3,000 religious

denominations/sects/faith groups worldwide. Perhaps one of these
is the true church; perhaps none is. Perhaps they all manifest different
parts of true religion. It could be that the true church existed in the
past, but was driven out of existence. Or maybe Jesus never meant to
found a church, so the true church doesn’t exist.

Is it even relevant? So many religions claim to be the true church.
Maybe it’s the one that’s the most successful. Let’s settle the question

by looking at the only trustworthy source of truth—God’s Word.

Thoughts to Remember:

+ Revelation 6 describes several seals, which provide valuable information about the true
church as well as past churches.

+ Seal 1: “And | saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals...and behold a white horse; and
he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering
and to conquer” (Revelation 6:1, 2). In vision, John saw the New Testament church: a white
horse to symbolize victory, bow and arrow to symbolize it was armed with the Word and the
Holy Spirit. This can be called Christ's Conquering Church. Thousands were added to this
church day by day and the church was strong in the Christian graces. The motto was “We ought
to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). As long as this early church made the Scriptures its
only guide, it remained pure in knowledge of the truth.

+ Seal 2: “Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take
peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another, and there was given to him a
great sword” (Revelation 6:4). Satan, seeing the triumph of the Christian church, mounted a
vicious counterattack. From about AD 100 to AD 323, Roman armies marched against Chris-
tians in a bloodstained campaign of persecution. Early Roman writer Tertullian wrote, “The
blood of martyrs is the seed of the gospel.” Converts sprang up faster than Rome could kill
them. Satan discovered he could not destroy the church through persecution.

+ Seal 3: “When he opened the third seal, | heard the third living creature say, Come and see.
So | looked, and behold, a black horse, and he that sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand.
And | heard a voice in the midst of the living creatures saying, ‘A quart of wheat for a denarius
[penny], and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine™
(Revelation 6:5, 6). The fourth and fifth centuries were the black horse period; Christians
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