The Clock Runs
Out on America’s
Freedom

OUR THREE children are loving and obedient, and they often

hug you and tell you they love you. One of these children is a ro-
bot, programmed to behave; the others have free will.

One day, one of your free-will children misbehaves. You angrily
destroy the child. The robot goes on as if nothing happened —but your
relationship with the remaining free-will child will never be the same.

God gave us free will. He doesn’t want love and obedience that
come from either force or fear. That’s why He didn’t create robots, and
that's why He draws us with love instead of scaring us. Free will is a

precious gift from God —but freedom’s days are numbered in America.
Thoughts to Remember:

+ Perhaps the greatest gift God gave angels and human beings is freedom of choice. Today on
earth one nation was founded on principles of freedom—the United States. It has led the way
for other nations that want freedom, and its rise was foreseen in Bible prophecy.

+ As we move into the final days of earth’s history, one of the greatest issues will be that of
freedom, particularly liberty of conscience in religion. “...Choose for yourselves this day whom
you will serve” (Joshua 24:15). Jesus, the Lamb, offers freedom of choice. The dragon, as we
studied in Revelation 13, uses force. Revelation’s final issue is freedom of worship.

+ We've studied the first beast of Revelation 13:1-10. There is a second beast. “Then | saw
another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a
dragon” (Revelation 13:11). Who is it? These are its identifying characteristics:

®m [twould arise in the correct time period. This second beast arises after the first beast
receives its wound, is healed, and is then taken into captivity. The papacy ruled for
1,260 years, then the pope was taken captive in 1798.

m [twould arise at the correct place. Revelation 13:11 says it comes up out of the earth.
The first beast came up out of the sea, meaning a populated area; the second beast
coming up out of the earth symbolizes an area without many people.

®m [twould be a new nation. “Then | saw another beast...” It's not one of the European
nations. It is a separate entity.

m |twould rise up rapidly. “Then | saw another beast coming up...” says Revelation
13:11. The words “coming up,” in the original language, mean “springing up rapidly.”

®m [twould be a democracy. The text continues, “...Has two horns like a lamb.” The
crowns on the horns of the first beast represented kingly authority. Horns are a
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