The Holy Spirit
and the
Unpardonable Sin

NOT LONG AGO an American governor pardoned all 156 death
row prisoners in his state. Opponents of the death penalty were
delighted; but the families of victims and supporters of the death pen-
alty were outraged.

Pardon. It encompasses the ideas of forgiveness, undeserved mercy,
being set free from what you've done. If you were in charge of deciding
whether to pardon people, would there be any deeds you wouldn't par-
don —murder, rape, child molesting, genocide? What if the people were
genuinely repentant and sorry? Is there a sin so bad even God can'’t
pardon it? The Bible says yes. But if you worry that you've committed

the unpardonable sin, that’s evidence that you haven’t committed it.
Thoughts to Remember:

+ Itisn’'t murder, because Moses murdered an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew; yet he
repented, and God forgave him. It isn't lying/deception, because Jacob pretended to be his
brother Esau in order to steal Esau’s birthright; yet he repented, and God forgave him. Itisn't
denying Christ, because the apostle Peter denied Christ three times, yet he repented and God
forgave him. It isn't denying God's existence or persecuting God's people, because Saul (later
the apostle Paul) did those things; yet after he met Christ on the Damascus Road, he repented
and God forgave him.

+ We may be great sinners, but we have a great Savior. God's grace is greater than our sin. “If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). If we confess, God will forgive. So the unpardonable sin must be
one we don’t confess, a sin we cling to in rebellion against God.

+ If we say our sins are too great for Christ to forgive, we make Him a liar; He has said that if we
confess, He will forgive. “For | will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their
iniquities will I remember no more” (Hebrews 8:12).

+ “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). He wants to forgive, and no sin is
too great for Him to forgive. “But if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).

+ “Therefore | say to you, all manner of sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. Anyone who speaks a word against the

The Holy Spirit
and the
Unpardonable Sin

OT LONG AGO an American governor pardoned all 156 death

row prisoners in his state. Opponents of the death penalty were
delighted; but the families of victims and supporters of the death pen-
alty were outraged.

Pardon. It encompasses the ideas of forgiveness, undeserved mercy,
being set free from what you've done. If you were in charge of deciding
whether to pardon people, would there be any deeds you wouldn't par-
don —murder, rape, child molesting, genocide? What if the people were
genuinely repentant and sorry? Is there a sin so bad even God can'’t
pardon it? The Bible says yes. But if you worry that you've committed

the unpardonable sin, that’s evidence that you haven’t committed it.

Thoughts to Remember:

+ Itisn't murder, because Moses murdered an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew; yet he
repented, and God forgave him. It isn't lying/deception, because Jacob pretended to be his
brother Esau in order to steal Esau’s birthright; yet he repented, and God forgave him. It isn’t
denying Christ, because the apostle Peter denied Christ three times, yet he repented and God
forgave him. It isn’'t denying God's existence or persecuting God’s people, because Saul (later
the apostle Paul) did those things; yet after he met Christ on the Damascus Road, he repented
and God forgave him.

+ We may be great sinners, but we have a great Savior. God's grace is greater than our sin. “If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). If we confess, God will forgive. So the unpardonable sin must be
one we don't confess, a sin we cling to in rebellion against God.

+ If we say our sins are too great for Christ to forgive, we make Him a liar; He has said that if we
confess, He will forgive. “For | will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their
iniquities will I remember no more” (Hebrews 8:12).

+ “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). He wants to forgive, and no sin is
too great for Him to forgive. “But if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1.7).

+ “Therefore | say to you, all manner of sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. Anyone who speaks a word against the



‘nok djay |im aH pue ‘Ajle |nuamod pue apinb 1se1ealb InoA siuids SiH "poo 01 11 Bulg ‘Bunsisal
aJ,nok yinn Aue Jo ‘uis 10108s Aue ‘poy yum 1ybu axew o] pasu noA Buiyihue s.a1ey) J| «

P09 puR * * * NOA UIIMJIQ JSnp

"Aep 1ey1 uo Aol yum snsar Jo 8} 8y Uo 00| Ued noA ‘lamod pue aAo| S,po9) ybnoly urehe
awo? [m snsar Aep auQ sbundwo.d suids sy 108l81 01 Aem e puiy 01 BuiBbnis Jo peaisul ‘|jim
SIH 1dad2e 01 Buibbnas are noA ains aq Ing "uoissedwod sey aH pue 3|Abn.s e saye) abueyd
1By} SpUBISIBPUN POS) ¢|IIM S,p0S) Yim Auow.rey Ul jou sJeyl ajlj inoA ul Buiyhue aley) S|

* * * NOA J0) Igessaul Iwoy-aye)},, Y|

"PIOM SIH JO Uinu} 8Y) MO||0} 0} 8PIIBP
pue 1Sy 01 SAAI| INO JapuaLINS am se JLidS ay) an1dal 8\ “(ZT-ST:#T uyor) .Uana jo 1ids
ay ‘Jenalo) noA yum apige Aew ay ey ‘1adiay Jayiour nok aaib |im sy pue ‘Jayre4 ayl Aeid

[IIM | pUY “SiusWpUBWWO Aw dady ‘awW aA0| NOA J|, “Leay ay) suspiey uls [enunuo) ueay Jay
uapJey 10U 01—aJow ou uis pue of 0} Jay pjo1 aH ‘Ala)npe uiybnea Arepy mes snsar UBYM +
‘safenfue| Jay1o Jo sianaljagun o) [adsob ay) aredauNWWwod 0} Ajfeuoisedno
pasn sI sanfuoy jo yif ann sy "ysiaqqib yeads am uaym paljlio|b 10U SI 8H “ureiq ay)
sassedAq Janau poo) 'sUONJIL pue SPIOM SIY JO [03U0J Ul 8q ISNW [enpIAIpUl YL m
"(€€:7T SueILpULIOD T) UOISNJUOD JO JOLine 3u} jou si po9) o4, *(/2
8SI9A) PO9) 01 BIUBIBABI 8q IsnW aJay] eads 1snw awin e Je uosiad auo AUQ m
(6T:#T SueILIULOD T) ,2nBUO) UMOUNUN Ue Ul SPIOM puesnoy) us) uey) ulpueisiapun
Aw yum spiom aaly yeads Jayiel pinom |, *(2z asien) Ja1aidiail ue aq isnw aieyl m
‘(12 aslen) Bunaaw e ul sanfuoy ul yeads pinoys ajdoad ‘eaiyy 1SoW 1R 10 ‘OM|  m
"SI9A3I[3QUN J0} INQ ‘SIaAaI|aq 10} jou ‘ubis e ase sanbuol m
:sanBuo) ul Bunyeads 1o} sauljepinh siansljaq aneb ned  m
"|lodsof ay arealunwiwod o) pasn afenbue| uewny [emae sem sanbuoy o yibayl m
"(9:z s10v) abenBue| umo By Ul pueISIapun
01 9|qe sem uosiad A1ana 150291Uad Jo Aep ayl uo uanib sem sanbuo) jo 1B syl usypy  m

¢Res ajq1g ayr saop reym ids syl panisdal an.am anoid sanbuo ul Bunpeads sso( »

“ana) yum noA passaiduir sey oym 1ids AjoH au si 1 (ET:9T uyor) .awod 01 sbuiu
nok ||81 | 8y pue xeads [|Im ay Sieay ay JaAareym Ing ‘ALioyine umo SIy uo xeads jou [jim ay
10] :yina e ojul noA apinf |jIm ay ‘awod sey ‘yina Jo ids ays ‘ay usym ‘JanamoH, ‘sh abueyd
pue SaAI| Ino Jajus (M ids AjoH 8y 1SLyD Ul uoneAes 1dadde am uaym eyl sasiwold pos) «

‘Ajle Ino s 11dS ay) pue ‘auofe 11 op 1,Ued B "alieq 8yl UIM 0 Sn
sdjay aH ‘uis Jo sn 191Au09 15Nl 1,usaop ids AjoH ayL "sueay Jno uo Bunpiom pos) Jo ds ay)
S17] 'sn Buipinb a210A Jauul 1ainb e asuas am ‘Buoim pue 1ybii sn Buljia] SI PO UBYM MOUY| SN «

18310} PO9) 108[31 0} SLLaY N0 paurel} aAeY s\ “WIH Jeay Jabuoj ou ued sueay

pJey INo UOOS pue ‘WiIH 193(81 aM ‘Sn S|[ed pos) awin yaes yaiym ul Buiuuis remadiad Jo ajers

® J91Ua 0] 9|qIssod S,)1 Jey) sueaw Ajdwis 3] ‘sueay Jiayy uo Buijiom senunuod 1ds AjoH ay iuis
a|qeuopJedun ay) papwwod Sey a2I0A S,p09) S108(al JaAS OYM BUOAISAS Tey) uealu 1,usaop SIyL
"39U319sU09 INoA ul 1ids AjoH aup Jo Buipesid ay) |93} 10 9210A SIH Jeay Jabuoj ou ued noA Jey)
pauap.ey 0S awodaq 0] Ueay InoA oy ajqissod si 1 ‘sjfea siH 1981 Apuassisiad noA pue noA
S|[ed P09 UBYM INg ‘pU0d3S By} J0 ‘Uonaalel 1S1y 8y Jou SI uls ajgeuopredun 8y "Skesy Ino uo
1ds AjoH a1 Jo sbundwoud ayp Jo uonaalal Buinunuod pue [enunuod ayl sl uis ajgeuopedun
3y :uoneue|dxa auo Ajuo aq ued alay L sueay s,a/doad uo 3iom 0} S 9jo) SIdS AJOH By

(€ 'TE:2T Mayne) ,8Woa 01 afe ayy ul Jo afe sy ur Jayyie ‘wiy uaAibio)
0 10U [Im 1 “Unds AjoH 8yl 1surefe syeads JaAsoym Ing ‘wiy uaAIBio) ag [[Im )1 ‘UB JO UOS

‘noAk djay |m aH pue ‘Ajle |namod pue apinb 1serealb noA siids SIH “poo 01 11 Bullg ‘Bunsisal
aJ1,noA yina Aue 1o ‘uis 1819as Aue ‘posy yum b axew o) paau noA BuiyiAue syl J|

P09 puR * * * NOA UIIM)IQ JSnp

*Aep 1ey1 uo Aol yum snSar Jo 8} ay) Uo 00| Ued noA ‘1amod pue aAo| S,po9) ybnolyy urehe
awod [m snsar Aep auQ “sbundwoid suids ayp 108l81 01 Aem e puyy 01 Bullbbinas Jo peaisul ‘[im
SIH 1dad9e 01 Buibbnas are noA ains aq Ing "uoissedwod sey aH pue 3|Abn.s e saye) abueyd
1R} SpUBISIBPUN POS) ¢|IIM S,p0S) Yum Auowirey Ui jou sJeyl ajlj inoA ul Buiyihue aley) S|

* * * NOoA J0j Igessaul uoy-aye),, 3yl

"PIOM SIH JO Ui} 38U} MOJ|0} 0} 8pIIBP
pue 1SLYD 01 SaAI| IO JBpuaLINS am Se IIdS ay1 aA189a1 9\ “(LT-GT:¥T Uyor) Uni Jo 1ds
ay ‘Janalo) noA yum apige Aew ay ey ‘1adiay Jayoue noA anib |jim ay pue ‘Jayre4 ay) Aeid

[IIM | pUY “SiusWpuRWWOd AW dasy ‘aw aAo| noA Jj, ‘ueay ay) suspley uIS [enunuo) ‘ueay Jay
uapJey 10U 01—aJow ou uis pue of 03 Jay pjo1 aH ‘Alanpe uiybneda Arepy mes snsar UBYAN «

‘safenfue| Jay)o Jo sianaljagun o) [2dsob ay) a1eduNWWod 0} Aj[euoisedno
pasn sI sanbuoy jo yif ann sy "ysiaqqiB yeads am uaym paiylio|b J0u SI 8H “ureiq ay)
sassedAq JaAau poo 'SUONJL pue SPIOM SIY JO |03U0D Ul 8¢ ISNW [eNPIAIPUI By m
"(€€:¥T SueIULIOD T) UOISNJUOD JO Jouine 8y} jou st po9 Jo4, *(/2
9SJ9A) PO9) 01 82UBIBABI B( ISNW 8J3Y L “Yeads 1snw awi e Je uosiad auo AuQ m
(6T:#T SueIyIULO) T) ,2nBUO} UMOUNUN Ue Ul SPJOM puesnoy) us) uey) Bulpueisiapun
Aw yum spiom anl eads Jayrel pinom |, (g aslan) Jaraidioiul ue aq isnw aleyl m
‘(L 3slan) Bunaswi e ul sanbuoy ul yeads pjnoys ajdoad ‘aiyyisow e 10 ‘oMl m
"SI9A3I|QUN 10} INQ ‘SIanaljaq Jof Jou ‘ubis e ase sanfuol m

:sanBuo) ui Buiyeads Joj sauljepinh siansljeq aneb ned m

"|ladsof ayy arealunwiwod 0] pasn afenbue| uewny [enoe sem sanbuoy joyiBayl m
"(9:z s10v) abenBue| umo JIay) Ul pueISIapun

01 9|qe sem uosiad A1ana 1500a)uad Jo Aep a1 uo uanib sem sanbuo) Jo 1B syl usypy, m

¢Res aja1g ayr saop Tey uIds syl panisdal an.am anold sanbuo ul Bunfeads sso(q »

“yana yum noA passaidwi sey oym 1ids AjoH aur st *(€T:9T uyor) ,awod 01 sbuiy
NoA |31 [|Im 8y pue Heads |jIm ay Sieay ay Jansieym Ing ‘ALioyine umo siy uo yeads jou [jim ay
10} :yina e ojul noA apinf |jIm ay ‘awod sey ‘yina Jo ids ays ‘ay usym ‘1anamoH, ‘sh abueyd
pue SaAI| N0 Jajud (1M IdS AjoH 8y 1SLyD Ul uoneAes 1dadde am uaym eyl sasiwold pos) «

‘Ajle Ino s 1IdS ay) pue ‘auofe 11 op 1,Ued S "a[lieq 8y} UIM 0] Sn
sdjay aH ‘uIs Jo sn 191Au09 1snl 1,usaop Ids AjoH 8y "sueay Jno uo Bunyiom pos) Jo ids ay)
S17] "sn Buipinb 8210A Jauul 1ainb e asuas am ‘Buoim pue 1ybii sn Buljia] SI PO UBYM MOUY SN «

"Jan310} Po9) 193[31 01 SLeaY N0 paures) aAeY S/ “WIH Jeay Jabuoj ou ued sleay

pJey INo UOOS pue ‘WIH 193(31 aM ‘Sn S|[ed pos) awin yaes yaiym ul Buiuuis remadiad Jo arers

® Jajuse 01 9|qissod s1 reyr sueaw Ajdwis 1 “sueay Jiay) uo Buiyiom sanunuod wids AjoH ayp ‘uis
3|qeuopJedun ay) papwwod Sey a2I0A S,p09) S108(al J1aAS OYM BUOAISAS Jeyl ueall 1,usaop SIy L
"39U319sU09 InoA ul ids AjoH aup Jo Buipesid ay) |93} 10 3310A SIH Jeay Jabuoj ou ued noA Jey)
pauap.ey 0S awodaq 0] Leay InoA Joj ajqissod si 1 ‘sjfea siH 1981 Apuassisiad noA pue noA
S|[ed POS) UBYM INg ‘pUOIBS By} J0 ‘uondafaa ISIty Y3 JoU S| UIS ajgeuopredun sy ‘sueay Ino uo
wids AjoH ay1 Jo sbundwoud ay Jo uonaalel Buinunuod pue [enunuod ay si uis ajgeuopsedun
3y :uoneue|dxa auo Ajuo aq ued alay] sueay s,9/doad uo 3iom 01 S 9|0l SIdS AJOH Byl

(€ ‘TE:2T MayNeW) ,8Woa 01 afe ayy ul Jo afe siy Ul Jayye ‘wiy usAibio)
0 10U [im 31 “Unds AjoH ay1 Isurefe syeads JaAsoym Ing ‘wiy UaAIBio) aq [jim )1 ‘UBA 1O UOS



