Cuits and
Caterpillars

OTED FRENCH NATURALIST Jean Henry Faber spent years

studying the processionary caterpillar, so named for its tendency
to blindly follow the caterpillar in front of it. In an unusual experiment,
Fabre placed a number of these little caterpillars around the top rim of
a small flowerpot. He put a large clump of pine needles —their favorite
food —in the pot where they could easily crawl to it.

You can probably guess what happened. The caterpillars followed
each other around the rim for a full week before starving to death, with
an abundant supply of their favorite food only inches away.

When it comes to some things, it can be dangerous to play the child-
hood game of “Follow the Leader,” no matter how convincing the leader
may be. What if your religious leader is leading you in the wrong direc-

tion? The results will be eternal no matter whom you choose to follow.

Thoughts to Remember:

+ What if your religious leader is leading you away from Bible truth? How can you identify truth
and error? The best way to recognize a counterfeit is to be thoroughly acquainted with the
genuine. The best way to recognize a false christ, a false messiah, is to know the true Messiah.

+ “So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the devil and Satan, who
deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him”
(Revelation 12:9). Satan, the great deceiver, is trying to condition minds to follow the beast
power, a false religious power at the end of time. We can see his plan working in how cults and
spiritual philosophies are growing explosively today.

+ With all the false religions and charismatic, persuasive teachers, we must know how to
distinguish false leaders and teachings from true ones. We'll look at the life of Christ to see how
it compares with that of cult leaders and see how the Bible outlines ways to avoid deception.

+ What is a cult? For a Christian, a cult is any group that does not accept Christ as Lord and
Savior and the Bible as the foundation of faith. There are five sure ways to identify a cult.

| Acult will substitute a human teacher for Jesus. Whether it is a “Christian” cult or a
New Age cult, human authority will take the place of the Bible and God’s authority. Not
only that, but many cults teach specifically and openly that you and | are God
ourselves. “Look to me, and be saved, all you ends of the earth! For | am God, and
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